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Thoughts from Fr. George 

Most of us are aware of the most-recent “Rapture” hoax here in 
America, where a man predicted the end of the world. Truth be 
told, he has predicted it before and been wrong, even though he 
claims to regularly speak with God. In the Old Testament, such a 
man was classified as a false prophet who was to be executed 
immediately if one of his predictions was proved false. 

We Orthodox Christians are unmoved by such men, because we 
know several things. First we know that our Lord told us He would 
come without warning: 

Then if any one says to you, `Lo, here is the Christ!’ or 
`There he is!’ do not believe it. For false Christs and 
false prophets will arise and show great signs and 
wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 

Lo, I have told you beforehand. So, if they say to you, 
`Lo, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out; if they say, 
`Lo, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as 
the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as 
the west, so will be the coming of the Son of man… 

Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. But know this, that if the householder 
had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have watched and would not have let 
his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be 
ready; for the Son of man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect. [Matthew 24:23-27, 42-44] 

Instead of thinking that He is coming on a particular day, we are 
called to treat every day like the day before the Apocalypse, as St. 
Paul tells us: 

But as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you have 
no need to have anything written to you. For you 



yourselves know well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. When people say, "There 
is peace and security," then sudden destruction will 
come upon them as travail comes upon a woman with 
child, and there will be no escape. 

But you are not in darkness, brethren, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief. For you are all sons of light 
and sons of the day; we are not of the night or of 
darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let 
us keep awake and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep 
at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 

But, since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put 
on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the 
hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us so that whether we wake or 
sleep we might live with him. [Thessalonians 5:1-10] 

Although we have hope for the future, we do not live in the future. 
We live in the present. We do not know about the future and so we 
cannot entirely live for it. After all, who knows when he will die 
and go to be with the Lord? Every day until the Return of Christ, 
men will die and have to be reconciled with their consciences 
before entering the rest of God. 

If we think that God will come on a certain day, we will have the 
option to procrastinate. We can put off for tomorrow what needs to 
be done today. The good we need to carry out will be left undone, 
and we can become overly obsessed with earthly cares: 

And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich 
man brought forth plentifully; and he thought to 
himself, `What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store 
my crops?’ And he said, `I will do this: I will pull down 
my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store 
all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, 



Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.’ 

“But God said to him, `Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you; and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich toward God.” [Luke 12:16-21] 

We do not know the date of the Return of the Christ or even the 
date of our death, and so we must prepare for each day to be our 
last. This is the truth we must live by rather than false predictions. 
We should follow the words of our Lord and prepare each day. 

 Fr. George 

 

Welcome! 
Recently, we welcomed two more new members into the St. 
Matthew family. 

Lisa Shive and Laura Reid were baptized and chrismated on May 
17th. 

In the past two months we have had 13 people join the church. In 
addition, there are several families that attend regularly, and, God 
willing, will join our church in the near future. The Holy Spirit has 
worked in them, and through you, to set them on the path towards 
our Lord. Let us continue to encourage and welcome those who 
worship Christ with us: 
 



           Treasurer’s Report                 
 
Our Country Western BBQ Dinner was a modest success. We 
made just under $2000, which has helped lower our debt from 
$10,000 to $7,000.  

Thank you to all of you who have pledged so far this year.  By 
pledging, you help the Parish Council determine how much income 
to expect for the year.  The difference between our budget and 
your pledges is then the amount that we must raise in fundraisers.  
Please join our pledge donors for 2011 by filling out the blue cards 
in the pews.  Either drop it in the offering plate or give it to JoAnn 
Ramirez. 
 JoAnn Ramirez 
 Parish Treasurer  

Ladies of St. Matthew 
Dear Parishioners, 
We are pleased to see so many of you at the coffee hour after the 
Liturgy, enjoying refreshments and the fellowship of our St. 
Matthew family 

From time to time, we are in need of paper and plastic supplies for 
the serving of the food during the coffee hour. These supplies 
include things like Styrofoam coffee cups (6 oz.), 10 inch dessert 
plates, spoons, forks, sugar, non-dairy creamer, etc. 
We also need plenty of paper towels, as these seem to be used up 
quickly. 

If you would like to contribute some of these items, or money to 
offset the cost of these items, please see Lydia Sydio or Nellie 
Safford. Thank you in advance for helping out. We greatly 
appreciate your generosity. 

 Nellie Safford 
 



Coffee Hour 
Everyone has been faithful in signing up to provide food after the 
liturgy to break the morning fast. Please continue to check the 
calendar, and don’t hesitate to sign up for a Sunday. The food 
doesn’t need to be a full lunch, but just enough to keep our 
tummies from rumbling, and provide a nice environment for 
fellowship time with each other. 

During the month of May, food was generously provided by the 
Arnold family, Laila Bannura, Mary Khoury, Joyce Fisher and Dee 
Espinosa 

Please remember that cleaning-up after yourself and making sure 
your kids clean up after themselves is how we show our love and 
respect to our fellow churchgoers and our church. 

If you are planning a memorial and intend to bring food, please 
give us notice if you can.  It would help tremendously in planning 
for the coffee hour. Thank you. 

REMEMBER, the first Sunday of each month is our potluck. The 
food has been scarce the past few months, so let’s do our best to 
bring a dish we can share while we enjoy each other’s company. 
 Irina Cozianu 
 Coordinator  
 

Church Business Directory 
Quite a few of our members own their own business, or provide 
services as an independent contractor. 
We would like to put together a directory of these businesses so 
that, as we make our decisions to purchase items, or if we need 
some sort of professional service, we can help out those who attend 
St. Matthew. 
The directory will be just that: A directory of those in our church. 
It will not be an ad book. We will not be charging any money to be 
listed, but at this time we will not list people or businesses that are 
not participating members in our church. 
Please contact Brad Arnold for more information. 
 



Do Not Forget! 
If you are not present in church for the reading of the Epistle and 
the Gospel, you cannot receive communion. 

Please speak to Fr. George if you have any questions about this. 

 

 

Picnic in the Park 
 

Sunday, June 12th at Wilson Park 
in Torrance- 
Invite family & friends - especially 
those we have not seen for a while. 
Invite others who may be 
interested in joining our Orthodox 
Christian family! 
Bring your sports Gear! 

 Volleyball, baseball, basketball, Soccer 
 Your own food, drinks Sun screen 
 Special Pricing at the Batting Cages 

For more information and directions call: 
Steve Kary 310-420-8833   Email: Karysteve@gmail.com 

                  



 

Sunday School – summer break 

Our church school will be ending the 2010-2011 school year on 
June 19th. Plans are still being made for a summer program. Please 
keep an eye on the bulletin for announcements. 

Thank you to all the children and parents who participated this past 
year. In particular, our thanks to those parents who got their 
children to church on time, when we changed the start time to 9:30. 

From your teachers: Have a great summer, and remember God in 
all things! 

Hot Meals for the Homeless 

The homeless meal for June will be on Saturday the 11th, the meal 
in July will be on the 9th, and the August meal will be on the 13th. 

Thank you those who continue to bring food, and to those who 
help prepare and serve the meal. 

The next four months will require more help, because the schools 
that help will be out for the summer, and so we will not have the 
large sudent groups that we typically see. Please put it in your 
calendars to come and help out this summer. 

The meal is served Saturday morning in south Torrance.  
Come prepare sandwiches, or serve food, or make a dish for those 
less fortunate than ourselves. The meal is from 9:30 am to 1:00 
pm, so come to help, even if just for an hour.  
Please call Jim or JoAnn Ramirez for details and directions (310) 
373-7860. 
 

Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we 
see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? … 
And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you 
did it to Me.’ 
 Matthew 25:37,40 

 



Upcoming Events! 
It is that time of year again! Please join us and mark your calendar 
for the following upcoming events: 

 
Yard Sale- Upcoming in August, please save 
 your good stuff, electronics, CD's, DVD's,  
tools, kitchen appliances, books etc.  
 Keep all items at your home until week-end  
of yard sale.  
 
 
 
Hawaiian Luau-  
Saturday September 10th at  
the Abumuhor's home 
 
 
 
 
Arabian Nights- Saturday November 12th-  
Due to the expected large crowd, we will be holding this event in a 
banquet hall.  

 
If you think you can help out in any of the events please let us 
know, there is always a need for new ideas and helping hands. 
Your participation and support will help us meet our financial 
obligations for our parish. 

Georgette Afsa and Mike Woolsey 
 Event Coordinators 

A complete calendar of services can be found on the church 
website: www.saint-matthew.net  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Fr. George & Barbara Aquaro 
Fr. Paul Doyle 
Dcn. Barsoum & Theresa Barsoum 
Matt Ablan 
Elias Abuaitah & Foumia Shoumali 
Jaber & Mary Abuaitah 
Issam Abumuhor 
Nakhleh & Chamiran Abumuhor 
Doris Afsa 
Georgette Afsa 
Mike Afsa 
Theresa Afsa 
Tamara Amberik 
Jean-Marc Apalategui 
Lynn & Larry Baba 
Issa & Laila Bannura 
Nabeel & Suhair Barakat 
Chris & Larissa Chapin 
Elena Corbu 
Brad Arnold & Irina Cozianu 
Russell & Tanya Cole 
Ed & Jean Dahdah 
Mimi Dahdah 
Colin & Tara Day 
Terez Draganov 
Jozef & Susie Duarte 
Harriet Easbey 
Issa & Abeer Eghniem 
Dee Espinosa 
Joyce Fisher 

 
 
 
 
Issa & Henriette Habash 
Habib Sisters 
George Hanna 
Doris Holmes 
Timothy Holmes 
Steve & Hanan Kary 
Michael & Suzanne Kassis 
Mary Khouri 
Larry Kisby 
Elaine Magdalany 
Samir Manneh 
Liz Mike 
Jim & Jo Ann Ramirez 
Theresa Ramirez 
Nellie Safford 
Ron & Lena Sesco 
Stephen & Eyvoughn Shane 
Ed & Diana Shweiri 
Cathy & George Shweiri 
Tony & Amany Shweiri 
Lydia Sidio 
Aidah Soof 
Phil & Artie Tamoush 
Rose Tritica 
Warren White 
Bill & Marlene Woodling 
Mike & Laura Woolsey 
Siham Zeeb 
 
 

The Parish Council would like to thank all those who have pledged to 
support St. Matthew Church in 2011.  So far, 58 people (or families) 
have returned pledge cards, for a total of $100,055.  Our church 
budget is $141,000 for the year.  

Your pledges will help us meet our financial obligations and will allow 
us to support new programs for our parish. To become a pledge 
member for 2011, please fill out a blue pledge card. Writing “pledge” 
on your check will not enlist you as a pledging member. See the 
Parish Chairman if you have any questions. 



How to reach us 

  

And remember, Fr. George has created a “channel” on Youtube 
where short talks on the faith are presented. 
Please visit it at :   

 www.youtube.com/user/PresbyterGeorge  

 

 
 

Newsletter Editor is Jim Ramirez 
If you have anything you’d like to contribute, or, if you have news 
or information you’d like to have published, please contact Jim. 
The deadline for submissions is the 13th of each month. 
Jim can be reached at 310-373-7860 or email him at 
songoku2@verizon.net 

Church website :  www.saint-matthew.net 

Church e-mail :    st.matthew1@att.net 

Fr. George Aquaro Pastor 424-731-0110 
Fr. Paul Doyle              Pastor Emeritus 310-533-0714 
Dn. Barsoum Barsoum Deacon 310-318-2590 
   
Your Parish Council 
Jim Ramirez  Chairman 
Amany Shweiri Vice-Chair 
Laura Woolsey Secretary  
JoAnn Ramirez  Treasurer 
Tim Holmes Assistant Treasurer 

Georgette Afsa  Mike Afsa Laila Bannura 
Suhair Barakat Nellie Safford Ron Sesco  
Mike Woolsey 

Theresa Barsoum - Church School Coordinator 
Irina Cozianu - Ladies of St. Matthew President 
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Daily Scripture Readings 
July 2011 

 

7/1  
Romans 9:6-19 
Matt. 10:32-36,11:1 

7/12  
Romans 14:9-18 
Matt. 12:14-16,22-
30 

7/22  
1 Corinthians 4:5-8 
Matthew 13:44-54 

7/2  
Romans 3:28-4:3 
Matthew 7:24-8:4 

7/13  
Romans 15:7-16 
Matthew 12:38-45 

7/23 
Romans 9:1-5 
Matthew 9:18-26 

7/3  
Sun 

Romans 5:1-10 
Matthew 6:22-33 

7/14  
Romans 15:17-29 
Matthew 12:46-
13:3 

7/24  
Sun 

Romans 12:6-14 
Matthew 9:1-8 

7/4  
Romans 9:18-33 
Matthew 11:2-15 

7/15  
Galatians 1:11-19  
John 10:1-9 

7/25 
1 Corinth. 5:9-6:11 
Matthew 13:54-58 

7/5  
Romans 10:11-
11:2 
Matthew 11:16-20 

7/16 
Romans 8:14-21 
Matthew 9:9-13 

7/26  
1 Corinth. 6:20-7:12 
Matthew 14:1-13 

7/6  
Romans 11:2-12 
Matthew 11:20-26 

7/17  
Sun 

Titus 3:8-15 
Matthew 5:14-19 

7/27  
2 Timothy 2:1-10 
John 15:17-16:2 

7/7  
Romans 11:13-24 
Matthew 11:27-30 

7/18 
Romans 16:17-24 
Matthew 13:10-23 

7/28  
1 Corinth. 7:24-35 
Matthew 15:12-21 

7/8  
Romans 11:25-36 
Matthew 12:1-8 

7/19  
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
Matthew 13:24-30 

7/29  
1 Corinth. 7:35-8:7 
Matthew 15:29-31 

7/9  
Romans 6:11-17 
Matthew 8:14-23 

7/20  
James 5:10-20  
Luke 4:22-30 

7/30  
Romans 12:1-3 
Matthew 10:37-11:1 

7/10  
Sun 

Romans 6:18-23 
Matthew 8:5-13 

7/21 
1 Corinth. 3:18-23 
Matthew 13:36-43 

7/31  
Sun 

Romans 15:1-7 
Matthew 9:27-35 

7/11 
Rom. 12:4-5, 15-21 
Matthew 12:9-13 

    

 

 



Daily Scripture Readings 
August 2011 

 

8/1  1 Corinth. 9:13-18 
Matthew 16:1-6 

8/12  
1 Corinth. 14:26-40 
Matthew 21:12-20 

8/22 
2 Corinthians 2:4-
15 
Matthew 23:13-22 

8/2 1 Corinth. 10:5-12 
Matthew 16:6-12 

8/13  
Romans 14:6-9 
Matthew 15:32-39 

8/23 
2 Corinth. 2:14-3:3 
Matthew 23:23-28 

8/3  1 Corinth. 10:12-22 
Matthew 16:20-24 

8/14  
Sun 

1 Corinth. 3:9-17 
Matthew 14:22-34 

8/24  
2 Corinthians 3:4-
11 
Matthew 23:29-39 

8/4  
1 Corinth. 10:28- 
                  11:7 
Matthew 17:10-18 

8/15 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 10:38-
42,11:27-28 

8/25  
2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
Matthew 24:13-28 

8/5  1 Corinth. 11:8-22 
Matthew 17:10-18 

8/16 
1 Corinth. 15:29-38 
Matthew 21:23-27 

8/26  
2 Corinth. 4:13-18 
Matthew 24:27-33, 
42-51 

8/6  2 Peter 1:10-19 
Matthew 17:1-9 

8/17  
1 Corinth. 16:4-12 
Matthew 21:28-32 

8/27  
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Matthew 19:3-12 

8/7  
Sun 

1 Corinth. 1:10-18 
Matthew 14:14-22 

8/18  
2 Corinthians 1:1-7 
Matthew 21:43-46 

8/28  
Sun 

1 Corinthians 9:2-
12 
Matthew 18:23-35 

8/8  
1 Corinth. 11:13- 
                  12:6 
Matthew 18:1-11 

8/19  
2 Corinth. 1:12-20 
Matthew 22:23-33 

8/29  
Acts 13:25-32 
Mark 6:14-30 

8/9 
1 Corinth. 12:12-26 
Matt. 18:18-
22,19:1-2, 13-15 

8/20  
Romans 15:30-33 
Matthew 17:24-
18:4 

8/30 
2 Corinth. 5:15-21 
Mark 1:16-22 

8/10  
1 Corinth. 13:4-
14:5 
Matthew 20:1-16 

8/21  
Sun 

1 Corinth. 4:9-16 
Matthew 17:14-23 

8/31 
2 Corinth. 6:11-16 
Mark 1:23-28 

8/11 1 Corinth 14:6-19 
Matthew 20:17-28 

    

 

 


